WILLAMINA BEGINNING BAND PROGRAM

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Q:  My child does not know how to play an instrument.  Can they still be in the band?

A:  YES!  Students are not expected to have any previous musical experience before entering band class. Ms. Trapani will teach them all of the basics and then begin instruction on the instrument selected. (
Q:  How much does it cost to be in band?

A:  Cost will vary depending on the instrument selected. The school provides rental options for most instruments of the ensemble including larger and more expensive instruments such as Tuba, Baritone, French Horn, Oboe and Bassoon. Instrument rental through a vendor will vary depending on the instrument and brands and whether it is new or used, whereas rental through the school is a flat rate of $50.00 for the year for any instrument selected. We will have Uptown Music’s inventory available at our instrument rental day, Friday, August 28th so that you can ask questions and/or rent an instrument for the upcoming school year.

Q:  What other costs can we expect throughout the year?

A:  Students will be required to purchase their band book ($10.00), proper accessories to maintain their instrument i.e. reeds, valve oil. Private lessons are strongly recommended, though they are not required. Ms. Trapani is willing to stay after to provide free lessons if any student inquires. Lessons are not required but are extremely helpful to all students!  

Q:  How much should my child practice during the school year?
A:  We recommend that each student practice 10 minutes a day in the beginning year, or about one hour a week.  As they progress, 30 minutes a day is necessary in order to continue to develop their musical skills.

Q:  If my child does not sign up for band in 5th or 6th grade, can they sign up in 7th grade?

A:  No.  Beginning band classes are offered at the 6th grade level.  The 7th and 8th grade band classes are intermediate to advanced levels.  Students must have one year of band experience to be enrolled in a 7th or 8th grade band class.

Q:  Can my child change instruments in the middle of the year?

A:  No.  Changing instruments is not recommended.  If a student is really having difficulty Ms.Trapani will address this situation with the family and help make a decision that is best for that child’s musical development.
Q:  How are students graded in beginning band?

A:  Students will be graded based on individual assessment.  They receive a participation grade, and playing test grades.
Q:  When do band classes meet?

A:  Beginning band classes meet every day for 45 minutes during the school day.

Q:  Will my child have after school or before school obligations?

A:  Beginning band students will meet after school no more than 3 times the entire school year.  These rehearsals are to prepare for concerts of band festivals and are very limited.

Q:  If my child continues with band after 6th grade, will there be any conflicts with athletics or other activities?
A:  No!  Students are able to participate in many activities throughout their 7th and 8th grade years.  

QUESTIONS?

Please email Emily Trapani at 
emily.trapani@willamina.k12.or.us
